Tate à Tate:
the “condition of England?”
a walk in five acts

ACT ONE: “LIBERTY”
Tate Britain’s Soapbox workshop: May 13th 2015 at Tate Britain
Introduction: Tate à Tate: the “condition of England?” is
an illustrated social history project linking Tate Britain to
Tate Modern via a walk along the Thames. The project
is structured into five ‘Acts’ that link many political and
cultural landmarks between the two galleries. Each ‘act’
adopts a specific theme.

The project is devised by artist and producer Adrian
Chappell in collaboration with writer and playwright
Linda Wilkinson. In its current development phase
the project is being realised in several complementary
formats including a prototype app, an illustrated book
and limited edition prints. ›
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Tate Britain’s Soapbox Workshop

“Fantastic, liberating, engrossing...
lots of interesting thoughts and
conversations. And so pleased to
find out about the timeline room!”
Soapbox participant

Tate Britain’s Soapbox Workshop

D

uring its initial development
period (January to June 2015)
the project has canvassed
opinion through field-testing the app,
through consultations and through
workshops. In May we were invited
to run a session at Tate Britain for
the gallery’s Soapbox series. This
is a monthly session for over 60s.
We based the workshop around
our project’s first theme Liberty: the
question we posed was:
Q: What are the boundaries
between public and private
space?
The theme was chosen because
of its topical relevance to today’s
surveillance society and its contested
impact on civil liberties, human rights
and individual freedoms.

Liberty depicts a number of
landmarks between Tate Britain
and Victoria Tower Gardens; these
include the former prison site
Millbank Penitentiary, the national
security service Mi5 and the antislavery memorial Buxton Drinking
Fountain.
The workshop took place in Tate
Britain’s digital studio, a comfortable
space demarcated by tables and
a carpeted lounge area. A wall in
the lounge area had been prepared

in advance with an assemblage of
images from our Tate à Tate project.
The group’s task was to curate this
space by adding their own art works
(drawings, writing, photocopies etc)
arising out of the workshop.
At the start of the session the group
was taken to the Tate Britain’s site
timeline room. This little visited public
space displays a collection of images
which chart the origins of Tate Britain
from its former MIllbank prison site to
its present day extensions. ›
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“The individual vs
society activity
grew out of our
conversation...
political thinking
occupied the table!”
Soapbox participant
Supplementing these images
with additional visual and audio
material from their Tate à Tate
project, Adrian and Linda
described the original prison
conditions that existed in this
space 150 years ago.
One of the many chilling facts
was that Millbank Penitentiary
was the point of departure for
prisoners who were sentenced to
transportation to Australia during
the early Victorian era. Today that
transformed space is a national
emblem for artistic freedom of
expression…or is it? ›
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Once back in the digital studio,
the group was asked to work
in two teams – one to present
the case for individual liberties
and the second presenting
arguments to support the role
of the state authorities. Excerpts
from J S Mill’s On Liberty
provided useful ammunition to
start the debate as well as many
objects interpreting the liberty
theme brought to the session by
members themselves.
Over the next hour, discussions
between the two teams led
to the creation of a variety of
images and writings representing
the ‘public’ and ‘private’
interpretations of liberty. These
images became the negotiated
(and in some cases contested)
boundaries depicted on the final
Liberty art wall. ■
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